Comparing Blocks

1. Ask the student if they have ever worked with base ten blocks in their classroom.

2. Ask them to identify the value of each block.

3. Ask them questions such as:

a. “How many of theses ‘ones blocks’ does it take to make one of these ‘tens blocks’?”  

b. “If I wanted to trade you a ‘tens block’ for some ‘ones’, how many should you give me for it to be fair?”

c. “How many of these ‘tens block’ does it take to make one of these ‘hundreds block’?”

d. “If I wanted to trade you a ‘hundreds block’ for some ‘tens’, how many should you give me for it to be fair?”

e. “How many of these ‘ones block’ does it take to make one of these ‘hundreds block’?”

f. “If I wanted to trade you a ‘hundreds block’ for some ‘ones’, how many should you give me for it to be fair?”

4. Make sure they can trade both directions – from a smaller unit to a larger unit and from a larger unit to a smaller unit.

5. If they struggle with these questions, ask them build a model by placing the blocks together and comparing them.
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